Most Blessed Sacrament Church Lector Instructions


Commitment
Monsignor Joe and the entire MBS parish community thank you for your commitment to serve as lector. Your ministry is essential to the prayerful celebration of the Mass. We appreciate your commitment and rely on you to fulfill your ministry as you have been trained and when you are scheduled.
In order to appropriately carry out your ministry, it is essential that you keep up with changes as they are made. These changes may come from directives of the Universal Church, the Bishop’s Conference, the Diocese of Tarrant County, or Monsignor Joe. You are informed of changes through meetings, emails, mailings, or the cover letter of your monthly ministry schedule on our web site. 
Contacts

Visit our website at http://www.mostblessedsacrament.org/ for relevant information and announcements.
If you need anything or have any questions, please contact the following lectors:
· Lector Chairman

Jean Lehmann

817-861-2304

· Sat. 5 p.m. Captain

Rick Richter

817-275-3720

· Sun. 8 a.m. Captain

Mary Beth Mayer
817-465-3295

· Sun. 10 a.m. Captain

Tim Moloney

817-265-2911

· Sun. 11:30 a.m. Captain
Jacqueline Lambiase
817-860-5752
Responsibilities
As a lector, you are a minister of God’s word at the celebration of the Mass and any Liturgy in which you proclaim the Scriptures. You are the conduit of God’s Word to the community. Therefore, prayerfully prepare ahead of time. 

Read all of your readings out loud multiple times for several days. Reflect on the application of the readings to your life. If the Word has life for you, you can help make it come to life for the listening congregation. Remember to speak slowly, clearly, and audibly. Practice, practice, practice. 
Additionally, as of 2008, all lectors are required to attend the "Safe Environment" workshop and keep this certification up to date every three years. For available workshops, see the parish calendar at http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar.aspx?ci=G1F0G1G1I3F0O9N8H2.
Schedules
· Location - The schedules for all of the liturgical ministries (e.g. Eucharistic Ministers, Ushers, Altar Servers, and Lectors) are computerized and published monthly around the 20th of the month for the following month. See the Monthly Ministers Schedule at our website at http://www.mostblessedsacrament.org/ . If you do not have access to the internet, please let your captain know. He or she will make arrangements to have a copy for you in the church’s main lobby on the side table on the north side of the lobby.

· Frequency - Due to the number of lectors, you are scheduled to lector at your preferred Mass about every two to three months. If you participate in an additional ministry (e.g. usher), you are assigned for only one ministry at any given Mass. However, please make it a habit to check the list in the lobby each time you attend Mass. If a lector is needed, please volunteer. 
· Substitution - If you are unable to lector at your assigned Mass, you are responsible for finding your own substitute. See our website for the contact information of all lectors, http://www.mostblessedsacrament.org/Lector%20Info.htm.
· Extended Absence - If you know that you will not be available to lector for an extended period (e.g. vacation, illness), call Beverly Bietsch at 817-274-9710 and Jean Lehmann at 817-861-2304. Call before the 10th of the month prior to your expected absence. Then Beverly will not schedule you and you will not have to find a substitute. 
Preparation

Use the Lector Workbook (RNAB - Revised New American Bible) as an excellent guide for your readings. It contains the readings, pronunciation for difficult names and words, tips for what to emphasize, and a brief commentary on the readings. If this is your first time using the workbook, read the Introduction as well. 

Another source of information is your own Bible. Read the Scripture passages in your Bible to gain a better understanding. This often provides a better, more complete context and aids your understanding. The study of additional resources may also be helpful in fully understanding the readings. 
Generally follow the steps below to prepare to lector:
1. Devote time to prayer to open your heart and mind to God’s Word. Pray over the readings to see how they speak to you and bring that prayerful experience to your proclamation.
2. Read the Gospel to prayerfully identify the main teaching. 
3. Read the Reading I and identify the connections between the Gospel and that reading. Practice the reading out loud. See Hint below.
4. The Responsorial Psalm is also selected to complement and enrich the theme of the readings. You are not, in most instances, responsible for the Responsorial Psalm. At MBS, the Cantor for that Mass sings the Psalm. This psalm is not in your workbook. See the back of the red hymnal (Worship) to see what the week’s proper psalm is, except the “seasonal” responsorial psalms.
5. Read the Reading II and identify any connections among the readings. Practice the reading out loud. See Hint below.
6. Practice Steps 1, 3, and 5 above for several days prior to your assigned date. Take notes, if it helps you keep those passages with you through the week. The Word of God finds its power not in a book, but in lived experience. So try and live the teachings of the readings. 
Hint: Find a quite place where you can practice each passage out loud. A helpful tip is to sit/stand in front of a mirror so that as you practice looking up from the text, you will make eye contact with yourself. Make a mental note of when it is comfortable for you to look up from the text so that you can do the same at Mass. Also note how you can best emphasize the meaning of the passages by changing the volume or pace of your voice. Practice reading aloud several times on several days.
Before Mass Begins

1. Arrive at church at least 15 minutes prior to the start of Mass. On Christmas or other holidays increase that to 30 minutes prior. Please dress appropriately. Put a check mark by your name on the list in the lobby so everyone will know that you are there. If you are substituting for another lector, cross out his or her name and write in your name and check it off.
2. Let Monsignor Joe know you are there and find out if a deacon is scheduled. If a deacon is present, take your seat with the assembly in the reserved pew. 
If he is not there, go to the sacristy to prepare to process in with the priest and the altar servers carrying the Book of Gospels. Verify that the General Intercessions page is at the ambo (aka lectern). Read the intercessions, and be sure you can correctly pronounce the names of any individuals mentioned in these intercessions. If you have questions, check with Monsignor Joe.
3. Verify that the correct readings are at the ambo. Since the layout of the pages may be a little different from the one you practiced at home, read through each passage. Adjust the microphone as appropriate.
4. Double check to see that the clear plastic Book of Gospels’ holder is in its place on the altar. The altar servers are instructed to do this, but since the lector is going to need it at the start of Mass, it is wise to check it for yourself. 
5. Make sure that the Book of Gospels is in the sacristy. 
Beginning of Mass
1. If you are processing in with the Book of Gospels, your place in the procession is in front of Monsignor Joe and behind the altar servers. Hold the book at eye level with both hands. It is not necessary to carry the book above your head. Do not carry any thing else in the procession, such as other books, papers, or purses. When you walk to (not on) the first step of the sanctuary, stand to the right of the left altar server. The priest will take his place to your right and will bow to the altar. You do not bow because you are carrying the Book of Gospels, a symbol of the presence of Christ. The key here is flexibility, since the priest and altar servers do not always process as described above.
2. Walk up to the altar from the left and place the Book of Gospels in its plastic holder. Walk directly from the altar to your seat in the congregation in the reserved pew, where you will remain until it is time for the First Reading. Do not bow on your way to your reserved pew.
During Mass
1. Following the Opening Prayer, the assembly sits down and you walk to (not on) the first step on the side of the altar by the ambo, pause a brief moment, face the altar (not the ambo or the priest), and show reverence to the altar by bowing your head. Proceed up the stairs to the ambo. 
2. If it is a children’s Mass (usually the 10 a. m. Mass), wait for all of the children to leave the church to attend their own liturgy before beginning the reading. Announce the First Reading (“A reading from...”) without any additional commentary. Pause very briefly, and then proclaim that reading. At the end of the passage, pause briefly, then close the reading with the words, “The Word of the Lord.”
3. Walk from the ambo down to the chair beside the altar servers’ bench, sit there until the Cantor has finished the Responsorial Psalm and has left the ambo.
4. Walk back to the ambo and announce the Second Reading with the words, (“A reading from...”). Resist all temptation to add any other commentary, such as, “Our Second Reading is a reading from...” Pause very briefly, and then proclaim the reading. At the end of the passage, pause briefly, then close the reading with the words, “The Word of the Lord.”
5. As a courtesy to the priest or deacon, who will be reading the Gospel from the Book of Gospels from the ambo, close the Lectionary and place it on the next shelf, out of the way. Remain at the ambo until the “Alleluia” starts. Then return to your seat in the reserved pew and enjoy the Gospel and the homily. Do not bow on the way back to your pew.
6. After the homily has ended, the priest, you, and the entire assembly recite the profession of faith. “We believe in one God...” When a deacon is present, he will read the General Intercessions, and you will remain in your pew. If there is no deacon, begin to walk slowly to the ambo toward the end of the profession of faith. You should be at the ambo with the General Intercessions in front of you before the end of the profession of faith. When the priest finishes his first prayer, that is your cue to begin your reading of each intercession from the list. When you read the last intercession for personal intentions, pause for a few seconds to allow time for you and the congregation to offer their personal intentions before saying “We pray to the Lord.” Remain at the ambo, facing the priest, until he has completed his prayers before returning to your seat. Do not bow on the way back to your pew. 
End of Mass
1. The Book of Gospels is not carried out in the procession by anyone at the end of Mass. Remain in your pew until the priest and the procession have exited the church.
After Mass
1. Put the Book of Gospels in the sacristy after the assembly leaves.
2. Go to the ambo; replace the book containing the readings on the top shelf of the ambo for the next Mass and the next lector. Open it to the correct page and be sure the General Intercessions are there as well. Note that this is not necessary, if you are the lector for the last Mass on Sunday. 
3. Check to make sure the plastic holder for the Book of Gospels is back on the altar for the next lector. Note that this is also not necessary, if you are the lector for the last Mass on Sunday. Leave everything as you would wish to find it.
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